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NEXT STOP: 


DISASTER? 


Protest Against Nuclear 


& A major initiative against the transport of nuclear waste 
through London, and Hackney in particular, is planned 


for Saturday January 26th. 


Hackney Anti-Nuclear Group 
(HANG) has organised a local 
demonstration to oppose the 
transportation of potentially 
lethal cargoes. This will co- 
incide with a London-wide 
demonstration on the same 
day. HANG's demo wil] start 
from Highbury and Islington 
Station at 10.30 a.m. and 
finish at Hackney Town Hall 
in time to allow people to 
join the London Regional 
Anti-Nuclear Alliance's demo 
in the afternoon. HANG 1s 
the group which has been 
campaigning longest on the 
specific issue of the move- 
ment of nuclear material 
through London. Since they 
first drew the public's 
attention to the issue in 
March 1979 it has received 
widespread attention in the 
press and from numerous 
concerned groups. 


Security 


The potential for disaster 
was graphically highlighted 
in November when three cam- 
paigners posing as ‘terror- 
ists' took a (fake) ‘rocket 
launcher’ to Stratford sta- 
tion and 'fired'’ it at an 
actual container of nuclear 
material. Fortunately, the 
incident was not for real, 
but it demonstrated the ease 
with which a small nunber 
of people could have rendered 
a large area uninhabitable 
for perhaps 125 years. 

British Rai! have 
maintained, in the past, 
that nuclear materia!s 
are shipped under strict 
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security. This showed how 
untrue this is. No one att- 
empted to stop these peace- 
ful campaigners. In any 
case, are we prepared to 
pay the price in civil 
liberties if the measures 
needed to effectively 
safeguard all radioactive 
materials, wherever they 
are, were taken? 

HANG are uncompromis- 
ingly opposed to nuclear 
power. They are certain 
that the only solution 
to the problem is to end 
the nuclear power prog- 
ramme. The transportation 
of waste and fuel around 
the country is only one 
aspect of a vast and 
hazardous business. 


Expansion 


Thatcher's government 
has made its intentions 
clear - they wish to 
rapily expand the nuc- 
lear programme. Yet on the 
issue of transportation | 
alone we have clear evidence 
showing the dangers involv- 
ed. There was a derailment 
on the North London Line 
in October. Such an acci- 
dent involving the release 
of radioactivity would 
result in the need for 
mass evacuation, or 
deaths. 

HANG is hoping for 
strong grass roots support 
for the demo. Their march 
will follow the North 
London Line, via Canonbury 
Station, Mildmay Grove, 
Balls Pond Road, Dalston 
Junction station and 





Tenants’ Associations have 













Train 


Graham Road to the Town 
Hall. Stalls and a convoy 
of bicycles to lead the 
march should help to 
make the affair a more 
lively event than the 
usual protest. 

The London-wide demo 
starts at Primrose Hill 
Fields Playground (Chalk 
Farm tube), assembling 
at 1.00p.m. It is hoped 
there will be transport 
there from Hackney Town 
Hall. 


OPPOSE THE 'FRIGHT TRAINS* 
- SATURDAY JANUARY 26th. 


25% RENT SHOCK FOR 
COUNCIL TENANTS 


Hackney Council rents will 


almost certainly rise by about 
25% in April this year. This 
is on top of the planned rate 
rise, which will probably be 
about 50%. ‘These are the 


figures quoted in the Council's 
preliminary budgets for 1980-1. 


These figures have yet to 
be approved by the relevant 
Council committees, but it 
looks very likely as though 


this will be a formality. Some 
councillors have already criti- 


eised Council officers for 


making the decision before they 


were oonsulted. 
The main culprit is, once 


| again, the Tory Government 


Which is exerting such strong 
pressure on local authorities 
that they are having to plan 
such increases. 

The Federation of Hackney 
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immediately condemned the 
rent rises. "This comes on 
top of the increase in heating 


charges announced in December," 


HPP was told, "and with the 
rate rise also means that 
tenants are being hit in 
three ways." 

Councillor Gerry Ross who 
has had the Labour wnip 


withdrawn in the past for voting Tory Joe" about this issue, 


against rent increases, said 
that there would be sare 
Opposition to the proposal 
when it came to a vote. It 
seems likely that it will, 
however, go through. 

As if to add insult to 
injury, tenants will, of 
course, also be hit if the 
Council is forced to make 
cuts in services - which 
are also highly likely. 
There will certainly be a 
reduction in numbers in the 















housing department - which 
will mean that repairs will 
take even longer to corm 
through and the plans for 
the reintroduction of resident 
caretakers will be put back | 
still further. This will be 
particularly galling for the 
Council leadership, who are; 
always being taunted by "lone 











HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
We are sorry for the late 
arrival of your favourite 
local newspaper this month. 
We always have certain 
difficulties in producing 

a paper over the holiday 
period - but we hope to be 
back on schedule by the 
February issue! 
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FAREWELL TOTHE 70s 
‘SAY GOODBYE, YOU MAY NEVER 
SEE THEM AGAIN’ 


In the second half of his review of the decade as seen through the eyes of Hackney's community press, KEN WORPOLE looks at 


The May 1975 edition of 
HPP described the big local 
campaign against the James 
White Abortion Bill. In 
fact, the whole edition was 
about health, a local issue 
on which the alternative 
press has always been streets 
ahead of the Hackney Gazette. 
There was an up-to-date re- 
port on the Stop The Road 
Campaign, a local pressure 
group organised to stop the 
plan to extend the East 
London Motorway from Hackney 
Wick to Dalston, no less. 
That would have involved 
knocking down all of 
Morning Lane, Graham Road 
and Dalston Lane. A Hackney 
Marsh Fun Festival was ann- 
ounced for July 12 and 13. 

One of the most bitterly 
fought redevelopment plans, 
the Barbauld Road Scheme, 
was reported in the HPP for 
July 1975. The Stoke 
Newington Community Assoc- 
jation argued for rehabilit- 
ation, but council policy 
was still heady with the 
whiff of demolition smoke and 
dust. The council won. It is 
still tooearly to say whether 
the new housing will suffer 
the same faults as the Smalley 
Estate. There was nearly a 
year's gap between this issue 
of HPP and the next, May 1976. 
The revived HPP contained an 
article on the newly-formed 
Hackney Nursery Campaign to 
argue for more full-time 
day care in community and 
counci | nurseries. Centerprise's 
fifth birthday was announced. 

In July 1976, Hackney Com- 
mittee Against Racialism or- 
ganised a march through Hoxton 
to protest against the increase 
in personal violence by local 
National Front supporters 
towards local black families, 
and the enormous increase in 
racist grafitti in the Hoxton 
area. The September edition 
announced the loss of 400 jobs 
through local area health 
authority cuts in services, 
particularly at St Leonards's 
and the Hackney Hospital. 
HCAR was continuing to express 
alarm at the increasing 
racist grafitti now painted 
throughout Hackney. Pink 
aerosol, "Happy Birthday 
April 22nd" (Hitler's birth- 
day), widely sprayed, was 
evidence of the growing local 
strength of the British 
Movement. 

The Christmas edition 
of HPP had an article about 
the Half Moon Theatre and 
their recent spectacular 
success with the play, 
"George Davis Is Innocent 
...0K", which had been 
extended twice and ran for 
an amazing ten weeks. There 
was a small reference to the 
three GLC councillors for 
Hackney, Dr David Pitt, 
Fllis Hillman and Irene 
Chaplin, the “persons un- 


the events of the past 5 years, from James White's Abortion Bill to HPP's 50th birthday. 


Funeral cortege for Michael Ferreira — January 1979 


known" of local representat- 
ive democracy, whose pres- 
ence during the decade was 
made most conspicuous by its 
absence. 


ratpit 


In February 1977, the big 
story in HPP was the nation- 
ally famous John Pilger 
article in the Daily Mirror 
on Hackney Hospital: “Hackney, 
where poverty these days 15 
almost a presence in the 
streets, was at the bottom of 
the heap when the hospital 
was built last century and it 
is still there". Mr Roland 
Moyle, Minister of State for 
Health, toured the "“ratpit 
hospital", as it had become 
known, and was forced by 
junior doctors to see the 
bits that hadn't been spec- 
ally painted just for his 
visit. The Metropolitan 
Hospital was closed and 
the patients moved. An emer- 
gency supplement reported 
the arrest of local journal- 
ist Crispin Aubrey, one of 
the three ABC defendents. 

In May 1977, there was an 
article about the campaign 
against the Benyon Bill to 
limit abortion rights. In 
September, the HPP front 
page reported on the arson 
attempt on Centerprise which 
had caused considerable 
damage. This happened in a 
month of fire-bombings and 
arson attempts on alternative 
and left bookshops. The pol- 
ice investigations were mar- 
ked by the intensity and 
rigorousness of their non- 
activity. Open violence was 
becoming a trademark of local 
fascists. In October, there 
was a large anti-racist march 
from Shoreditch Park to Ve- 
toria Park, organised by the 
Hackney Committee Against 
Racialism. 

The December issue that 
year brought into use the 
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term "Partnership’, announc- 
ing generous gifts to Hackney 
from central state funds, 
money that hadn't even been 
asked for. Partnership was to 
become for many people and 
organisations in Hackney what 
the cargo cults were for the 
Trobriand Islanders. Numer- 
ous local projects well thought 
out and campaigned for, had 
died during the decade for 
want of funds. Suddenly, funds 
were available for projects 
that were dreamed up over- 
night without any substantial 
community roots. Meanwhile, 
while large sums of money 

were being announced to help 
combat poverty and demoralisa- 
tion in an area such as Hack- 
ney, Hackney's firemen were 
sitting outside locked-up 

fire stations day and night 

in terrible weather in support 
of a pay claim that would 

just about bring them above 
the poverty line and its assoc- 
jated demoralisation. They 
didn't get their money. 


biggest 


The May 1978 edition of 
HPP ran its major feature on 
the amazing anti-racist Car- 
nival organised by the Anti- 
Nazi League on April 30 at 
Victoria Park. Some 60,000 
people marched to the park 
to listen to the rock groups 
organised by Rock Against Rac- 
ism. It was the biggest pol- 
itical crowd in Hackney prob- 
ably since the Chartists 
gathered at Bonner's Fields 
(next to Victoria Park) in 
1848 to march on Parliament. 
The following month's HPP 
reported the sobering news 
of the murder of local tailor 
Ishaq Ali, stabbed and 
killed on his way home from 
work in the Homerton area. 
Racist murders were becom- 
ing a feature of East London 
life and the following month 
saw Black Solidarity Day on 





July 17, when thousands of 
black workers went on strike 
for the day to protest at 
racialist killings such as 
that of Altab Ali. In Sept- 
ember, the National Front 
opened their new headquarters, 
Excalibur House, in Shore- 
ditch, Hackney. On December 
10, young West Indian Michael 
Ferreira was knifed and killed 
in Stoke Newington in another 
racist murder. His funeral 

was held on Saturday January 
20, 1979, and a large and dig- 
nified procession followed the 
hearse from Michael's home 

in Homerton to Stoke Newington 
Police Station where he had 
been detained before being 
sent to hospital. Amongst the 
mourners was local teacher 
Blair Peach, whose own funeral 
was to follow very shortly 
after, on June 13, when a pro- 
cession of 10,000 people 
followed Blair's body to the 
East London Cemetry. Blair 
Peach had died as a result 

of a blow struck by a member 
of the Special Patrol Group 

at Southall on April 23. The 
inquest has still not been 
held. Both were windswept, 
rainy days. 


fiasco 


‘In the May edition of HPP 
there was a long account of 
the problems tenants were hav- 
ing on the Smalley Estate. 

It was a new estate but 

within weeks of occupation 
tenants found the houses 
uninhabitable. The council 
carried on building other 
houses using the same design, 
even whilst the Smalley fias- 
co was under investigation. 

In September, Hackney got a 
new Police Commander, Mr David 
Mitchell. He had once been 
overheard by Evening Standard 
journalists to agree that many 
police officers were sympath- 
etic to the National Front: 
"And why not? They're the only 
party that speaks up for 
Britain". The sort of new 
police commander that a multi- 
racial borough like Hackney 
needs, as the old street 
traders’ saying goes, like 
three wet Sundays in a row. 





In November 1979, “Hackney 
People's Press", the longest 
survivor of them all, achieved 
its fiftieth edition. The 
decade ended with cuts in 
public services, a new Immig- 
ration bill in the offing, 
rising unemployment and more 
and more people below the 
poverty line. In fact, noth- 
ing changed fromthe beginning 
of the decade until the end. 
Except at least we don’t now 
have a Tory council in 
Hackney. In fact, comparing 
the end of the 1970s with 
the beginning is like com- 
paring the “Spot the Differ- 
ence competitions in news- 
papers where two very simil- 
ar drawings are set side by 
side and you have to find the 
ten minor points of differ- 
ence. The differences largely 
are in the many autonomous 
self-managing community pro- 
jects now established in the 
borough: community nurseries 
places like Chats Palace, 
Centerprise, the Under Fives 
Committee and the whole var- 
iety of pressure groups and 
single-issue Campaigns as 
well as the many political 
groups which did not exist 
ten years ago. The women's 
movement has also played a 
very important part in Hack- a 
ney politics in the past ; 
decade. On the whole, the 
succession of alternative 
local papers have played a 
role in keeping groups in 
touch with each other, let- 
ting people know what 15s 
happening, and have made 
a record of what people did 
and how and why they did it. 

The Took back through an in- 
complete collection of the 
alternative papers has left 
many important local issues 
unmentioned. What has been 
positive has been to have 
seen the first appearance 

of many projects that play 
such an important part in 
Hackney's life today. What 
has been sad is to have been 
reminded of the many pro- 
jects that failed, the people 
who disappeared. Say goodbye, 
you may never see them 
again... 





KEN WORPOLE 
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My story this month has taken 
me the few hundred yards from 
Hackney Town Hall to the com 
fortable home on Trelawney 
Estate of Mr Eddie Millen. 
Mr Millen is the Sir Geoffrey 
Howe of Hackney politics, the 
man with his finger on the 
financial pulse. (His style 
is not so different from the 
dashing baronet, the man of 
whom Denis Healey once Said: 
"Being attacked by Sir Geof- 
frey Howeis like being sav— 
aged by a dead sheep." Mr 
Millen could be described in 
much the same way.) 

Destiny has pointed to 
Eddie Millen as being the man 
who will have to make the pub- 
lic pronouncements about how 
much the rates will rise this 
year. It is a hapless task, 
and on which doubtless is 
heavy on his shoulders as he 
trudges along Paragon Road. 
For whatever he does he will 
be villified by someone. 

Let's examine what he can 
possibly do. He can announce 
that the Council's budget 
for next year, 1980/1, will 
eo ahead unchanged and that 
the funding for it will have 
to be met by Hackney, if the 
Tory government refuses to 
allow any increase in cent- 
ral government support. The 
necessary rate rise, accord- 
ing to a few sheets of paper 
that blew in my directiaqn 
from the finance directorate 
in Stoke Newington to the 
Town Hall in Mare Street, 
would be a staggering 90 per 
cent. Now a rise of that 
sort would be shouted down 
by almost everyone, both 
Tory and Labour. So we can 
assume that that is not an 
Option that is going 
through Eddie's mind. 


OPPOSITE 


On the other nand, there 
are plenty -— well, a few - 
who would support him in 
taking the exactly oppos- 
ite option. This is the 
fabled slogan: "No cuts. 
No redundancies! No rate 
increases'"' (You can tell 
that this is an extrene 


left demand by the use of . 


the Sbligatory exclamation 
mark.) The theory behind 
this is that Hackney would 
continue its same level of 
services -— and refuse to 
put up the rates at all. 

Now this would lead to a 
cash flow problem some 

time later on this year. 
Then the Council would 
declare itself bankrupt, 

it would explain the sit- 
uation to the people of 
Hackney, and samehow, the 
situation would be resolved. 
Presumably, the people would 
Wield their enormous indust- 
rial and political muscle to 
bring down the government, 
nationalise the banks, abol- 
ish the IMF and create the 
People's Republic of Hackney. 
This solution to the prob— 
lem, however, does not find 
favour with Eddie. He is, 
perhaps, not quite the stuff 
of whon revolutimaries are 
make. 

Then there is the middle 
road, and this is the path 
Eddie and his chums will 
find themselves treading. 
There will be a rate rise, 
certainly. But it will be a 
"mere" SO per cent or so. 
(Howls of anguish from the 
Tories in fur coats who 
were so predominate at the 
Council's open meeting 
last November.) But there 
will be cuts in services. 
(Shouts of "Judas:" from 


| Hamlet". 


left councillors, the pub- 
lic sector unions, the 
trades comcil, the new 
committee against the cuts, 
and so on.) Our hands are 
tied, the leadership will 
argue. We will not place 
the jobs of our employees 
in jeopardy. We are respon— 
sible men and women. 
Somewhere at the back of 
their minds there might be 
a still small voice that 
will also say: "Yes, you 
are responsible men and 
women. You are responsible 
to the people who elected 
you, aS members of the 
Labour party, to serve as 
their elected representatives 
on a council for four years. 
It is no business of yours 
to make cuts. You are a rep- 
resentative of the Labour 
movenent, entrusted with an 
awesome amount of power, by 
other members of your mmve- 
ment. Do you remember what 
George Lansbury wrote when 
Poplar Council was under 
Similar attack nearly 60 
years ago? "What Labour 
eounciils do when they get 
power is the whole questim 
of whether they mean bus- 
iness.' Don't you forget that." 
But they will forget that; 
they have forgotten it 
already. And that is why old 
erey Eddie will make an old 
grey speech, Very pood, Eddie, 
if that's how you think it 
should be. But do you think 
that's what the people want? 


Village life plan 


Dear HPP 


Many people now find city 
life very overwhelming. In- 
dustry and commerce have com- 
bined with the bureaucracy 

to convince us that life's 
fulfilment is a big bank bal- 
ance and a TV dinner and that 
“Happiness 18 a cigar called 
Unfortunately, in 
modern society, this is all 
too often the case, we must 
buy food and clothes, we must 
pay for a place to live in 





and we must furnish it, not 

to mention all the “every 

home should have one" products 
which the media continual ly 
thrust upon us. 

When we realise the pressures 
upon us from such a lifestyle 
and live amid poverty and 
overcrowding, when we suffer 


| from the effects of overex- 


posure to alcohol and drugs, 
greed and dishonesty, pol lut- 
‘on and disease, we are often 





PARTISAN 
PIECE 


Anxious to mount the most 
effective campaign possible 
againstthe government cuts, 
shop stewards representing 
council employees wrote to 
the council requesting a 
joint meting to discuss 
tactics for the fight. This 
caused a certain flutter in 
the hearts of ourbrave lead- 
ership. This 1S because many 
of the officials who repres-— 
ent the staff in negotiations 
with the council are in var-— 
ious political organisations. 

5bo now the leadership made 
the brave decision that they 
wouldn't meet any old trade 
unionists, not even if they 
were elected by the union 
members they represent. But 
they would meet trade union-— 
ists who were members of the 
Labour Party. Otherwise, as 
one highly—placed council 
menber was heard to say, they 
‘would have to meet. Commmist 
Party members and Uncle Tom 
Cobbley and all." 

These are the same leaders 
who were quick to sign a pet- 
ition last month supporting 
Derek Robinson, the Commmn- 
ist shop steward at British 
Leyland who was sacked by 
his employers, It seems 
that this is a case of 
supporting the devil you 
don't know rather than the 
one you do. 








overcome by a great unwilling- 
ness to perform the highly 
questionable duties of which- 
ever social class we find we 
have been allocated to. 

We are a small group of 
Beople who live in various 
parts of London who have in 
common a desire to live with 
other people in rural surr- 
oundings without the isola- 
tion and social starvation 
often associated with life 
in the country. We envisage 
a Village scale community, 
whereby people of diverse 
talents can work with each 
other and with the Earth 
equally, towards self-suf- 
ficency, sharing and acquir- 
ing skills and thus provid- 
ing a common wealth. 

It may be possible for com- 
muni ty housing associations 
to aid US in the acquisit’on 
and conversion of premises, 
but all agricultural land, 
tools, stock, etc we hope to 
purchase by tithing income 
over the next few years. 

If you have any interest 
in the project please con- 
tact me at 10] Rushmore Rd., 
E5 or ring 985 2541. 


Yours sincerely, 
Eddie Diver. 







kids 


| Several mother and toddler 
groups have been set up and 


run by local women over the 
past six years. Some groups 
meet once a week, others 
more often. Some have a pro- 
gramme of activities, but 
mainly they are a place to 
meet other parents whilst 
toddlers have an opporsun- 
ity to mix and play with 
others. 

The Hackney Under Fives 
Committee, funded by Inner 


City Partnership money, have 


just appointed a Mother and 
Toddler Club Organiser, 
Larraine Worpole. 

Larraine will offer sup- 
port to the existing 24 
mother and toddler clubs 
and help new groups get 
started, especially on 
estates and in areas where 
there is little under-fives 
provision. The GLC and 


| Hackney Council have offered 


| Play Flats, 


to make ground floor “hard 
to let" flats available as 
and Larraine 
would like to hear from any- 
one nterested in organising 
a mother and toddler club in 
their area. She can advise 
on equipment, regulations, 
grants, etc and put you in 
touch with other groups. Con- 
tact Larraine on 249 4618 or 
c/o Hackney Under Fives, 

136 Kingsland High St., E8. 


Help for 
mums & 
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Cheap Nosh 


At No 1 Cazenove Rodd, N16 
(off Stoke Newington Wigh 
Street, Stamford Hill end), 
there is a "Cheap Kitchen" 
where you can get a cheap 
vegetarian meal for 65p, 
on Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday evenings ,7 pm9 pm, 
and Saturday lunchtimes 

la pm2 pm. 

It is mm by menbers of 
the Ananda Marga Spiritual 
Movement, who also run the 
wholefood shop next door, 
Food For All, a playgroup, 
women's centre, meditation 
class and mre recently, 

a natural healing centre. 

The meal comprises of a 
Savoury dish and two or 
more vegetables, a sweet 
flan or cake and also a 
cup of herbal tea. No 
eggs or fish are used in 
the cooking. You should 
not feel inhibited by the 
movement, as it is not 
forced upon you, but the 
proprietors are willing 
to talk about their relig- 
ion if asked about it. 


Local Study 


1} Following on from the "What's 
| Left For Hackney?" conference, 


we are hoping to establish a 


study group in the local econ- 


omy to look at changing 
employment patterns etc. 

Come along to a planning 
meeting on Tuesday 15 January 
at Centerprise, 6.30 pm, and 
contact Graham Birkin, c/o 
Centerprise. 
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JOINING THE PIECES 


How Does LeftRelate To Real Needs? 


Pernaps the major Signi fic- 
ance of last month's “What's 
Left For Hackney?” confer- 
ence was that it brought to- 
gether for the second time 
in six months a large number 
of people from political par- 
ties, the Council, trade 
unions and community 

groups to discuss ideas and 
strategies in a cooperative 
and practical way. 

For many people, the left 
is characterised by a lack 
of practical and meaningful 
policies, by a defensive 
rather than an offensive 
approacn to politics and by 
interminable in-fighting. It 
would be wrong to Dretend 
that conferences like this 
produce an immediate reconc- 
iliation. It is fair to say, 
however, that there is an 
increasing recognition by the 
left that the ideological 
battle now confronting it 
will not be won by total frag- 
mentation, inadequate consid- 
eration of theoretical per- 
Spectives and failure to dev- 
elop new ways of working and 
winning people for socialism. 

The fightback against the 
Tory onslaught on public ser- 
vices was a major focus of 
attention at the conference 
and a variety of views on 
tactics were expressed. Some 
felt the councillors should 
resign en masse if they 
could not get approval for 
budgets to maintain and im- 
prove services, and then 
campaign for re-election. One 
Speaker advocated a policy 
of massive rate increases on 
the part of al] Labour coun- 
cils to show people what the 
Tories were forcing them to 
do to maintain services and 
to avoid individual councils 
being picked off. Others 
called for a campaign for no 
rates and no rent increases. 
Most present were united in 
the view that Hackney Council 
should take a clear stand 
against the cuts and in the 
context discussion took place 
on ways of transforming the 
militant Labourist approach 
dominating the Council into 
genuine left-wing policies. 
The democratisation of the 
council and its services was 
also a topic of great con- 


cer. 
gap 

Socialist feminist Sheila 
Rowbotham, co-author of the 
recently published book, 
“Beyond The Fragments", told 
the conference that the left 
had to get to grips with what 
socialism should be. The 
Tories, she pointed out, can 
lay claim to what already 
exists. But there was often 
a gap between immediate 
struggles and future goals 
for socialists. The tradit- 
ional strategy of nationalis- 
ation, for example, was no 
good without the demand for 
democratic control by workers. 
In terms of welfare and 
health services, the questions 
of quality and the type of 
provision as well as quantity 
had to be raised. 

“We need to think about 
socialism in the place we're 
in, rather than just gener- 
ally," she said, and she 


> 
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criticised some of the trad- 
jtional approaches of the 
left. There were real con- 
flicts of interest in dif- 
ferent movements like the 
women's movement, she said, 
but those had to be recog- 
nised and alliances formed 
on areas of faint interest. 


e!he left had to understand 


why people organised in dif- 
ferent ways and had to be 
clear of the purpose for - 
which they had grouped. Some 
people were radicalised 
through working in movements 
with or without political 
party membership and ways of 
relating to these movements 
had to be established. 

she stressed the import- 
ance of working within 
“physical and social 
space’. In the struggle for 
facilities like playgrounds, 
nurseries, better housing 
and the like the people in- 
volved usually knew best 
what was wanted and would 
develop ideas of how they 
should be organised. 

Stuart Weir, ex-Hackney 
councillor and Labour party 
activist, said that there 
was no coherent approach 
among the left on an ideolo- 
gical approach and policies, 
but that the way forward was 
not to try to unite around 
Specific sets of policies 
but to look at wide questions, 
for example: How does the 
left relate to the local coun- 
cil? He argued that the coun- 


cil represented a real resource 


Tor local people both in 
alleviating deprivation and 
campaigning. But Hackney Coun- 
cil was dominated by people 
who had taken on themselves 
the o -d ideas they were seek- 
ing to replace. A socialist 
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council, he said, should be 
aistinguished by the attent- 
1on of people employed to the 
people they served. 

Stuart Weir stressed the 
importance of opening up com- 
munications between the left 
and tne community. "How should 
Hackney People's Press be dey- 
eloped? How should the Rio 
function as an entertainment 
and cultural centre?" These 
were the kind of issue to 
take up and he emphasised the 
central importance of the 
hackney Health Campaign. 

He urged that the left 
must hammer home the point 
tnat the interests af the 
ruling class were being ex- 
tended. The cuts should not 

be presented purely in terms 

of public services. There 
were also cuts in investment 
and in the local economy. 
resign 

Stuart Weir argued that ‘t 
was a mistake to believe the 
effects of the cuts could be 
averted by juggling with the 
rates. Cuts in capital spend- 
ing have been taking place 
for years, he pointed out, 
inhibiting the buying and 
building of houses, the 
improvement of refuse ser- 
Vices through investment, 
the development of nursery 
facilities. It was wrong, 
he believed, to put up rates 
to maintain current expend- 
iture when the government 
was taking money away. People 
related the standard of the 


refuse service to their rates. 


"Labour councils should res- 
ign en masse after having 
proposed realistic budgets 
to the community and central 
government and had them 
turned down. Nothing will 


teach people what the Tories 
are about better than having 
commissioners in town halls." 


After workshop sessions in 
the afternoon on communication 
and cooperation on the left, 
democracy and the Council, 
organisation on large work- 
places and estates and the 
fightback against the cuts, 
the final general session 
was addressed by Ted Knight 
and David Green. 

Ted Knight, the leader of 
Lambeth Council, spoke mainly 
about the campaign being 
waged in Lambeth against the 
cuts. Unlike most other Lab- 
our controlled boroughs, the 
figntback there is being led 
by the Counci!] itself. The 
main objectives of any cam- 
paign should be, he argued, 
to protect the living stand- 
ards of the working class, 
local services and the jobs 
of counci! employees. More 
than this, he saw the cam- 
paign as having a positive 
role also: “a fight to show 
that there is an alternative 
to the Tories’ proposals." 

There would be, however, 
he said, no future for one 
Single council, Lambeth, in 
standing alone against the 
government. He had been at 
a conference of Labour coun- 
cillors a few weeks previous- 
ly, and all except three 
argued that it would be inm- 
possible to make no cuts at 
al] - but this is what Lam- 
beth intended to do. 

As for rate increases, he 
also argued that a position 
of fighting for no cuts and 
no rate increases would in- 
evitably lead to a confront- 
ation with the district 
audjtor, the government of- 
ficial whose job is to keep 


tabs on local authority spend- 
ing, in March 1980. Lambeth 
proposed to put forward a 

rate increase which would meet 
the projected services - 


‘then the Council would fight 


the government in the autum 
when the supplementary money 
Tor rate support would be 
due. He said that there was 
massive public support for 
the stand that they were tak- 
ing. They had actually gatned 
a seat from the Tories in a 
counci| by-election by fignt- 
ing on this platform. 

David Green, secretary of 
the Hackney Communist Party, ~ 
gave the last main speech. 

He had the difficult task of 
trying to talk to the subject 
of the last session, social- 
ist strategy and local object- 
ives, when Ted Knight had con- 
centrated on the fightback 
against the cuts. His main 
theme was the jack of any 
Structure for democratic 
participation inside the bor- 
ough s institutions, and 
this he urged should be the 
main priority for local soc- 
ialists. Far too fem people 
are involved, he said, and one 
of the main aims of the left 
should be how to Broaden the 
base of the organisations 
that already exist so that 
they can speak for the people. 
The role of socialists should 
be campaigning work, and it 
was vitally important in 
this work that we emsured that 
people in unorganised groups 
should be involved. The 
bulk of people who might con- 
Sider themselves to be social- 
ists are not in political 
parties, he said. 

. 

involvement 

He was most concerned that 
socialists developed a per- 
spective towards the 1982 
Council elections. “How can 
we generate more involvement 
of community groups, ten- 
ants' associations and other 
such bodies in the choosing 
of councillors and in the 
drafting of the manifesto?” 
he asked. The role of Labour 
councillors was not to be 
members of the ruling class, 
but to be representatives 
of the Labour movement. 

Speeches from the floor 
mainly centred round the att- 
jtude that the Council should 
take about the cuts. Several 
councillors present wanted 
to move further than Ted 
Knight's proposals for 
LaMbeth and said that there 
should be a policy of no 
cuts, and no rate increases. 
Ted Knight thought that that 
was an unrealistic policy, 
and that most Labour bor- 
ougns were unlikely to sup- 
port such demands. 

There was very little dis- 
cussion about a proposal pre- 
sented in a written paper and 
Supported by a workshop dis- 
cussion some sort of social- 
1st forum should be set up 
in Hackney, but it was 
agreed that everybody pres- 
ent would be written to for 
their views. This paper is 
still available from Hackney 
People's Press, and you can 
get a copy by sending a 
Stamped addressed envelope 
to HPP. c/o 136 Kingsland 
High Street, E8. 








JANUARY 19 


0 HACKNEY PEOPLES PRESS 




















After five days spent presiding 
over the planning enquiry into 
the National Front's use of a 
building in Great Eastern 
Street, Shoreditch, Mr Leo 
Kealey, the inspector from the 
Department of the Environment, 
sighed wearily. "The amount 

of planning evidence that I 
have heard so far is negligible. 
You have presented none," he 
Said to Michael Gettleston, 

the barrister representing the 
firms of NF Properties Ltd, 
Leachouse Ltd and Benjuya Ltd, 
"aid Mr Reed-Herbert has pres- 
ented none." Reed-Herbert is 

a member of the NF Directorate 
and is legally representing 

the Front. He is also in the 
strange positcon of, apparently, 
no longer being a member of 

the NF, if press reports from 
Leicester, saying that the NF 
branch there has turned into 

a completely new party, are to 
be believed. 

The most sensational witness 
before the enquiry adjourned 
for Christmas was undoubtedly 

“Simon Read" (not his real 
name) an anarchist who joined 
the NF in 19/8, and who served 
as a nightguard in the disputed 
premises. He told the enquiry 
that any suggestion that the 

NF headquarters were in Leic- 
ester, or anywhere else other 
than the so-called Excalibur 
House, was a “farce”. 

Simon Read described in 
detail! the layout of the buil- 
ding and how the NF already 
use it as their headquaters. 
Each of the three leaders, 
John Tyndall, Martin Webster 
and Richard Verrall has an 
office there. Verrall's is 
dect;ated with a bookshelf 
half filled with books about 
Goebbels. The conference 
_ room has the Annigoni portait 
Of the queen (how patriotic!) 
on the wall. He saw a pickaxe 
handle with the words “Jew 
beater’ written on the handle. 
There was a map on the wall 
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Derrick Day and his Jewish friend, F | 


of the whole of Britain with 
little flaas stuck in represen- 


ting local NF groups. All this 


eveidence iS very convincing, 
but he told the inspector that 
when he paid his official visit 


to the premises all these 
details would be removed. 
it seems, indeed they were. 
HPP went to press the day 
after the enquiry resumed in 
This began with the 
sensational relevations from 
Leicester, which were coupled 


And, 


with the information that the 


row between NF Properties, the 
company formed by members of 
the NF to buy Exealibur House, 
and the Front itself, had blown 
up into the property company 


serving a notice to quit on the 


NF's Publicity Department (the 
only part of the NF which they 
admit occupy any part of the 
building.). 

The Front then called local 
thug Derrick Day as their next 
witness, who put on the most 
amazing display of bullying 
and blustering behaviour. He 


alleged that none of the papers 


present would print what he 
said because they "were all 
under the thumb of the yids." 
He said in his statement that 
the building was the "NF HQ" 
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the NF, 
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Jerry Weiner. 


and then denied that that meant 
National Front headquarters. 

He said that weapons were not 
Kept on the premises, but he 
thought that they ought to be 
(because he alleged that Simon 
Read and the Trades Council 

and the Council had conspired 
together (all of them!) to mur- 
der him or maim him with acid.) 
He told the barrister repres- 
enting the Hackney Council for 
Racial Equality that he ought 

to go and practice racial equal- 
ity in his own country, Israel. | 
Then he alleged that he was not 
agaiast all Jews, and singled 
out another local fascist, 

Jerry Weiner, as being Jewish 
and in the NF. 

Even before Derrick Day 
opened his big mouth, the NF 
were obviously doing very 
badly in presenting any kind 
of case to the Inspector. It 
remains to be seen whether any 
planning evidence will be 
brought by the Council itself 
which will convince him of the 
necessity of getting rid of 
the NF once and for all. The 
enquiry will be completed by 
the time the next issue of HPP 
is printed, but it will? be some 
time after that before the 
official result is known. 





Community 
Under Attack 


Tower Hamlets Trades Council 
and the Hackney Legal Action 
Group, an organisation of 
local lawyers, have just pub- 
lished a disturbing new book- 
let about the arrests in Brick 
Lane in the summer of 1978. 

It is called “8rick Lane 1978: 
the case for the defence’ and 
Was launched at the Trades 
Council concert in memory of 
Blair Peach on Sunday 25 
November. 

In the week before the en- 
quiry into the NF neadquarters 
in Great Eastern Street, half 
a mile from Brick Lane, the 
report makes sobering reading. 
The lawyers conclude: 

"in all of the incidents... 
in which racists and anti- 
racists were involved, the 
police arrested mainly or 
only anti-racists...There 
appear to be a disturbing 
number of cases where defend- 
ants alleged they had been 
set upon by racists...It is 
these cases which make it 
difficult to resist the con- 





clusion...that the police were 
partial in making arrests”. 

The lawyers also criticise 
what took place in the 
courts, particularly the un- 
precedented use of the "bind- 
over" and bail conditions... 
“the obvious purpose of the 
bail conditions was to curb 
political activity...As the 
police were arresting large 
numbers of anti-racists they 
were able to take increasing 
numbers of them away from 
Brick Lane for months because 
of the bail conditions. 


Pattern 


Neither the police activity, 


nor the action of the courts 
has done much to curb racist 
attacks in the area or the 
continuing pattern of racist 
provocation in Brick Lane." 
The booklet details the 
work of a defence campaign 
Set up by the local commun- 
ity to support those who had 
been arrested. It offers ad- 
vice, based on their exper- 


1ence, to other victims of 
“police impartiality", and 
draws political lessons from 
the anti-racist movement. "In 
our view, the Home Office 

was responsible for the viol- 
ence of 1978. The parallels 
between police activity in 
Brick Lane and Southall and 
the army in the streets of 
Northern Ireland are striking. 
An exercise which had been 
presented to the local commun- 
ity as vital to its own pro- 
tection and to keeping the 
Peace soon led to demands 

from the community for pro- 
tection from their new pro- 
tectors." 

The pamphlet has a foreword 

by Ernie Roberts, Labour MP 
for Hackney North and Stoke 
Newington. 

The booklet "Bri-: Lane 1978: 
The Case For The Yefence" (90p) 
and the poster “Brick Lane 
1978 - A Community Under 
Attack" (35p) are available 
from Tower Hamlets Trades 
Council, 2 Cable Street, E1. 


for better health services now 


The Haekney Health Campatgn was set 

up earlier thia year to fight against 
the Government's proposed cuts tn the 
Health Service, and to campaign for 

a better standard of health care for 
the people of Hackney. 
them to write regular articles each 
month, to keep readers informed of 


We have asked 


the latest developmenta in the fightback. 





In its attack on "wasteful 
spending", the Government 
has published its proposals 
to streamline the National 
Health Service. 

In a document entitled 
Pattente First (HMSO £1), 
the government sets out 
plans to abolish two 
thirds of the present num 
ber of Area Health Authori-— 
tles by 1983. The existing 
AHAs will be supplemented 
by about 150 new district 
health authorities. 

The report emphasises 
how this 'streamlining' 
will save as much as 


| £30m. annually, which 


Will be made available 

for essential patient 
Services. However, accord- 
ing to Ruth Levitt (New 
Statesman, 21/12/79), any 
financial savings which 
Will result from these 
changes will take many 
years to materialise. She 
also points out that, des- 
pite the apparent sinpli- 
fication of the Health 
service, "there is no 
guarantee that it will 
make the NHS more in touch 
with local needs and prob- 
lems.'' In fact, the prop- 
Osals are unclear about 
the future of those bodies, 


| set up in the 1974 reorgan- 


isation, whose function is 
to liaise between the NHS 


| administration and the 
public. 


The question must be 
raised whether, by focus- 
Sing attention on adminis- 
trative ‘waste’, 
ment is neglecting the 
real problems: namely, the 


need to improve inequalities 


in the mmning of the 
service between social 


| Classes and regions, and the 


| li a} 
Reality pix 
A new WEA class looking at 


photography starts on Wed- 
nesdays for six weeks. It 


is called ‘Visual Documentary 
fin Hackney' and will cover 


the work of some of the 
great documentary photc_ 
graphers, the subjects of 


| photography, the handicapped, 


picture and text and photo- 
montage. It is intended for 


practical photographers, and 
fF anyone else working or 


interested in pictures and 
images which try and illus-— 
trate reality. 

Further details from: 


Visual Documentary Group, 
c/o Centerprise, 
136 Kingsland High St., ES. 


SOLUTION TO HPP CROSSWORD NO. § 


ACROSS 


the goverm- 


need to educate the commmn- 
ity in its understanding 
and prevention of ill-health. 


ST MATTHEWS 


Tower Hamlets District 
Management Team's attempts 
to close the Day Centre at 
ot. Matthew's Hospital were 
blocked by successful oppo- 
sition by workers at St. 
Matthew's and Bethnal Green 
hospitals. 

The Management Team plan-— 
ned to close the Day Centre 
on 21st December, without 
even putting it before the 
City & East London Area 
Health Authority meeting. 

The Hackney Health Camp- 
aipn sent a paper to the 
AHA meeting on 13th Decem 
ber telling members of the 
planned closure. The Day 
Centre provides a vital 
service to old people in 
the area, as well as 
being used by inpatients. 

The AHA immediately 
stopped the closure; how- 
ever, the Health Campaign 
is anxious to know the 
attitude of the Hackney 
District Team to the Day 
Centre, when it takes 
Over St. Matthew's in the 
nearfuture. 


Transport talk 


Hackney People in Partner-— 
ship are arranging a qne 
day conference on Saturday 
26th January to discuss 
Hackney's Public Transport 
and traffic problems. 
Local organisations provid 
ing speakers include 
Hackney Public Transport 
Action Committee, the 
Graham Road and District 
Resident' Group and 
Hackney Cyclists' Action 





| Group. Also participating 


will be London and nation- 
al groups campaigning 
against the lorry menace 
or for pedestrians' rights. 
It is hoped that repres- 
entatives from the council 
and various public trans- 
port authorities will also 
be present, but essentially 
it will be an occasion for 
the public to discuss what 
they think about the bus 


| service, lorries, etc. 


Displays and stalls will 


| be erected by the various 


interest groups and it is 


| hoped that food will be 


aval lable, 


so if you have any interests 
or ideas about transport, 


please come along. 


1. Avidly 4. Get on top 9. Hip baths 10. Medico 


12. Strip 13. Nectarine 15. Pillar box 17. End 18. Oi] 
19. Stage door 22. In transit 24. Riper 27. Official 


28. Edginess 29, Sentry 


DOWN 1. Ashes 2. Import 3. Lead paint 5. Omega 6. Trivia 
7. Phone bill 8. Rhinologist 11. Scared stiff 14. Ventilate 
16. On our side 20. String 21. Sprint 23. Alien 25. Nelly 





communist interview 


Hackney Kide' Page talks to 
Commeitet Party. 


QI. 


Communism is when everyone is 


What is Communism? 


equal and all wealth is owned 
by those that produce it - the 
worki"g class. 

Q2. Do you think that people 

in the UK are afraid of voting 
for a Communist party beaause 
of what they see and read about 
Russia and East Germany etc? 
Yes, that 15 one of the many 
reasons but ther are others, 
Such aS propagandain the press. 
They are against Communism and 
the Communist party. To give 
you an example, at British 
Leyland Derek Robinson has been 
sacked because he's trying to 
Save jobs and the industry, 

but the press are saying bec- 
ause he's a Communist he's 
trying to wreck the industry. 


Q3. If the Communist party came 
to power do you think you could 
solve the problems the UKis 
facing today? 

We wouldn't solve the problems 
for the UK but work with the 
people and help them solve them. 
04. Would people still have the 
right to speak and march if 
there were laws and acts they 
didn't agree with? 

Yes, people would stil] have 
the right to speak and march 

if they didn't agree with what 
was going on. 

Q5. Wauld parliament change at 
all, if so how? 

Yes, parliament would change. 
it would be more open, there 
would be opportunity for people 
to participate in the decisions 
and policy making. 






The day drew near to darkness 
Bowie was tired of walking he'd 
been walking all day, his feet 
were killing him. He had a paine 


"No sling your hook or else you 
get my toe up your arse. 


Bowie moved on , he walked triin« 


to take big strids but his feet 
were paining him. Where would he 
go what would he do, would any 
bodyever understand him.IS it 


such a crime to be Gay every boay 


Q6. Would ther still] be class 
distinction and a monarchy? 
No, there would be no class 
distinction and there no place 
for a monarchy in a socialist 
and egalitarian society. 

Q7. Has your idea of Communism 
been based on the theory of any 
one, or is it original? 

Yes, Karl Marx and 1. V. Lenin, 
but every individuak has a 
different interpretation of the 
theory and brings original ideas 
U6. What are your views on hoe 
the country is being run today? 
Abysmal. It's being run for the 
benefit of the few at the 
expense of the many. Thatcher 

is deliberately setting out to 
strip the democratic rights won 
through years of struggle, from 
the working class people of 
Britain. 


wouldn't it? 


David's story 


Contunged from Losk month... 


“And how is all that my 
ffault?" asked Mr Johnson. 
"Nearly everything that happ- 
ens round here seems to be 
because of me. 
would be better if I'd gone, 
And 1 bet you'd 
be a lot happier, wouldn't 


Maybe it 


you?" 

“Well yes. In a way." 
David then started to run 
back up to his. room and 


locked his door. Meanwhile 


idownstairs Mr Johnson 
struck out at Flo and said 


“How dare you lie in front of 


Selfridges 
Theft 


Last year in the summer 


jholidays me, David Bryant, 


Jokes 


# Doctor, Doctor, [keep thinking 
|} i'm a bar of soap. 


Well, that's Lifebuoy. 


1}Doctor, Doctor, | keep thinking} 


I'm a car mecanic. 


this boy called Roland Black 
and my other spar whose name 
cannot be revealed, went to 
selfridges in the West End 
to thieve some jewellery. 
First we went up the 
escalator to the Toy Depart- 


ment to muck around. Then we 


went to the slick jewellery 
where I took up some rings 


the boy and make me look 
stupid.” 

“How could you be so wicked 
to a woman?" said Flo. 
If that’s what 


+. 


you call yourself I don't know 


"A. woman. 


what the world is coming to." 
Mrs Johnson then decided 

to go up to David's room to 

See if he was all right. 

When she knocked on his door 

She asked if she could come 

in. “Hang on a moment while 


I unlock the door.” 


(to be continued. ) 





Selling Hackney 


People’s Press 


I gave a Hackney Peoples 
Press to a woman, and she 
Said “It is anti 


1 ay 


everything She said.Why don't 
the people do things 
themselves instead of rely 
“ing on the paper.She said 
“Hackney Peoples Press is 
against everything like 

the National 
is against Nuclear eneray 


Front,it 


and against Housing” 


2 


in his stomace, the thought of thought so.Through the rainsoddonjwell, just lie under the couch .| 


food constantly raced though his 
mind.Clouds filled the sky rain - 
Was on the way.Bowie run in a 
door way for shelta. 

"Oyyou littile bastart your 
blocking the door way piss off. 
"But it's raining, can't i just 
Stay for a moment. 


AN INTERVIEW WITH THE 
MANAGING DIRECTORS. 


I was very lucky if you could 
call this an interview 
because when I got there they 
I spoke to 
one of the group called the 


were warming up. 


MDs, alias the Managing 
Directors. He said we have 
been together about 8 months. 
The night went on and I 

heard them play and if I was 
a critic I would have given 
them full marks. Then I 
asked them what their music 
was about. They said it was 
about death and destruction 


and the end of the world and 
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street he saw a cafe the lignts 
Were stillshining, Bowie walked 
over to it , it was still open 
he went in and sat down.gays 
against racism plastered on the 
till, he found a beginning. 


Lisa Bellenie. 





This 
is how the drummer got into 
the MDs. "I was working in 
the same place as the lead 


people getting run over. 


Singer and he asked me if I 
I said a little. 
He asked if anyone else could 


could play. 


play and they said no, and he 
was so depressed, he had a 
gig a week later, so I started 
practising and was ready, so 
I have stuck with them since 
then." 

They would like to go 
pro but they don't get a lot 
of gigs. 
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|} Well, go home and dont stir. 
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Doctor, Doctor, i keep tjinking 
I*m a tea spoon. 


Doctor, Doctor, I keep thinking 
['m being ignored. 
Next please. 


The bass has been with the 
MDs for about 7 months. They 
think that Oxy and the Morons 
are great and both groups 
would like to come back to 
play at Centerprise. If you 
would like to book them, 
write to them at 77 Balls 
Pond Road, N.1. Or phone 
359 5012 and ask for Kevin. 
They will come for any gigs - 
here comes the snag - if exp- 
enses are paid and about 10- 
15 quid, 

Paul Bellenie 


and shoved them in my pocket. 
Then we went to the rapid 


Reactoloite shelf. Some 


Ipeople were fol hewing us so 


we went to the entrance to 
try and get away but we 
were caught unfortunately. 
We went to court and were 
cautioned for one year. 





At the show there was Contro- 
lled Attack and there was as 


istory about school and poems. 


There was some humour. 
Controlled Attack put on a 
good show. I think it was a 
really good, enjoyable 

evening. It was at Centerprise. 


| 136-138 Kingsland High Street. 
| If you want to join contact 


Maggie at the publishing 
project. 


— 
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homework 


Now | have reached the third 
year I find [ cst a lot less 
homework. Sometimes I even 


get none, but now and then 


I get two-three hours a night. 


NEW KIDS 





The new kids' mag will be 
coming out soon. If you, 
the reader, would like to 
send us your suggestion 
for a new name for the mag 
then you will be able to 
join us in working on it. 


send your name and address 
Centerprise, 136 Kingsland 


High Street, E8. 


YOUR NAME 
ADDRESS 


MAG'S NAME 
YOUR AGE 








All listings on this page are inserted absolutely FREE. 


The information on this page has been revised and up- 
dated, but we would welcome any furthe corrections or 


additions. 
us by Friday 25 January. 


For the February issue please send them to 
Our address is HPP, c/o 136 


Kingsland High Street, London E&. 


Community, Tenants 


Political 


and Pensioners Groups Groups 


HACKNEY PENSIONERS ASSOCIATION 

34 Dalston Lane, E8 

Advice service on Tuesday and Thursdays from 
10.30 to 4pm. Tea Bar Monday to Friday 
10.30 to 4pm. 


TASK FORCE 

34 Dalston Lane, EB. Tel, 254 1620 

Free advice for pensioners in Hackney, Odd jobs and 
vigits in N16 and N4 only. Pensioners’ activities anc 
neighbourhood care in NS 


HACKNEY ASSOCIATION FOR WELFARE OF 
OLD PEOPLE 
7? Dalston Lane, EB. Tel, 754 0715 


HARANMBEE 2 PROJECT 

74 Downham Road N1. 

Social and advice centre, aimed particularly at 
black people. 

Tuesday 10am— 10pm 

Thursday 10am—4,30pm 

Friday 10am—10pm 


OFF CENTRE 

25 Hackney Grove, EB, Tel. 985 8566 

Advice for young people between 13 and 25 with any 
problerns 

Monday—Friday 10am—6pm (open until 8.30pm on 
Thorsclays). 


FRIENDS ANONYMOUS SERVICE 

Friendship House, 27 Hackney Grove, EB. 

24 hour telephone service with people always willing 
to listen and act, 

986 7233 (24 hours) 

“hi sol loffice hours} 


FEDERATION OF HACKNEY TENANTS 
ASSOCIATIONG 

Represents borough, GLC and private tenants 
throughout Hackney. Contact 


Steve Jacobs, c/o ALHE, 
17 Victoria Park Square, E2 (981 1221). 


HACKNEY GINGERBREAD 

Group for one parent families, Meets every Monday 
at the Family Centre, Rectory Road, N16. Creche 
available Contact Teresa Blackhall, 729 1647 for 
tetails, 


HOMERTON GINGERBREAD 

Group for one parent families. Meets every other 
Fricktay at the Wally Foster Centre. Contact 985 3972 
for details 


Ecology 


HACKNEY FRIENDS OF THE EARTH 
Active group, campaigning on 
safe energy, bikes, wildlife, 
recycling etc. Contact Jis 
Read, 67 Fairholt Road, H16. 
802 0122. 


HACENEY ANTI-NUCLEAR GROUP 
Open to all those wishing 
to combat suclear power. 
Meets every other Thursday 
in Centerprise. Contact 226 1799 
SUN POWER ECOLOGY CENTRE 

83, Blackstock Road, N.4. 

Bookshop specialises in the 
environment, cooking, health, 
education, childrens’ books; 

also crafts and some whole- 

foods. O01 226 1799 


HACKNEY SOCIETY 


An amenity group, affiliated 
to the Civic Trust, 
concerned with Hackney's 
environment and architecture. 
Meets on the third Monday of 
each month. 

Details from Chairman, David 
Batchelor, Tel. 985 7937 

or Secretary, Robert Hill, 
75 GlynRoad ES Tel. 986 8761. 


Women 


HACKNEY SOCIALIST FEMINIST GROUP 
Meet alternate Monday's at the Factory, Matthias 
Road, NW 16, at 7.30pm. Contact Pat 254 5821 or 
Harriet 254 6208. 


RAPE CRISES CENTRE 
Tel. 340 6145. 24 hour information and advice 


HACKNEY ABORTION CAMPAIGN 
Meetings fortnightly at @@Parkholme Road, EB. 
Contact 249 3768 for details. 


HACKNEY COMMUNIST PARTY 
WOMEN'S GROUP 


Meets monthly - talks, films, 
activities. For information 
phone Nathalie 254 9508. 





DFE CENTRE 
Drop-in centre for Young 
Unemployed. 


Free smacks, use of telephones 
and newspapers. A meetin 


place for the’ young ihetenad: 


Off Centre Basement. 
25 Hackney Grove, EB, 
986 4016. 


tpg ate [¥ LABOUR PARTY 
HACKNEY NORTH AND 6TOKE 
NEWINGTON 

Constituents advice service at 7pm every 
Friday at 6 Stamford Hill, N16 when local 
councillors are present. 


Ken Livingstone, GLC councillor, hes 
advice service generally on 4th Thursday of 
esch month. 

Details from 5 Stamford Hill, N16. Tal. 
800 7430 


HACKNEY NOATH LABOUR PARTY 
YOUNG SOCIALISTS: for details contact 
secretary, Mumtaz Khan, c/o 5 Stamford Hill, 
N16, 


HACKNEY SOUTH & SHOREDITCH 
Constituents advice service at 7.30pm, every Friday 
at 96 Dalston Lane, ES. Ron Brown, MP, available 
2nd and 4th Friday of each month. Margaret 
Morgan, GLC Councillor, available Ist Friday of 
each month, Local councillors every Friday. Advice 
service also operates at Holy Trinity Church Hall, 
Bletchley Street, N11, at Tom, on Ist and 3rd Fridays, 
Ron Brown is present on Ist and 3rd Fridays, 
Margaret Morgan on 3rd Fridays, and local 
councillors on Ist.and 3rd Fridays. 

HACKNEY SOUTH LABOUR PARTY YOUNG 
SOCIALISTS: for details contact secretary 

c/o 96 Dalston Lane, EB. 

HACKNEY CENTRAL 

Constituents aclvice service at 7.30pm. every Friday 
at 96 Dalston Lane, E8. Stanley Clinton Davis, MP 
available ewery Friday. Ellis Hillman, GLC 
Councillor, available every other Friday, Local 
councillors every Friday 

HACKNEY CENTRAL LABOUR PARTY YOUNG 
SOCLALISTS: for details contact Mrs A Smith, 

2794 Navarino Mansions, ES. 


HACKNEY YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE 

Meets weekly, All young people welcome. 
HACKNEY COMMUNIST PARTY 

Twelve branches hold meetings regularly throughout 
the borough, All welcome 

HACKNEY MORNING STAR GROUP 

Meots weekly, Organises political, social and furnd- 
raising avents in support of Britain s socialist daily 
paper, the Morning Star. All Morning Star readers/ 
Supporters welcome. 

For further information and a copy of the monthly 
newsletter detailing the meetings campaigning actions 
@tc. organised by the Hackney Morning Star group, 
Young Communist League anc Communist Party 
contact David Green, 126 Ambhurst Road, EB. 

Tal. 249 6374. 


LONDON WORKERS GROUP 

For independent militants, working anarchists 
and all those who wish to organise for direct 
workers control. Meets fortnightly. Contact 
Box W. Rising Free, 182 Upper Street, N1, or 
ring Dave, 249 7042. 


ANARCHY COLLECTIVE & 

Produces ANARCHY, a seasonal magazine on 
sale in Centerprise and Rising Free, 70p. Also 
mvolved in general anarchist activity. Ring 
359 4794 betore 8pm. 


LIBERTARIAN COMMUNIST GROUP 
c/o 136 Kingsland High Street, £8. 


NARCHIST COMMUNIST ASSOCIATION 
ox 11, Rising Free, 182 Upper Street, N1. 


HACKNEY COMMITTEE AGAINST RACIALISM 
All-party anti-racialist campaign, Meets first 
Wedinescay of each month at the Family Centre, 
Rectory Road, N16. 


SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN 
HACKNEY GROUP 


Meets second Thursday of every month at pm 
at Centerprise, 136 Kingsland High Street EB. 


HACKNEY SOCIALIST CHALLENGE 
SUPPORTERS GROUP 

Fortnightly on Thursdays at 
7.30pm in the Britannia, 

Mare St. 

Further details from Hackney 

SC, c/o PO Box 50, London N.1. 

or from Martin, 359 8180 (day). 
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
Hackney Group, 

Meets 2nd Tuesday of each 
month, 8.00 at: Friendship 
House, 27, Hackney Grove, 
(off Reading Lane) E.8. 


NORTH HACKNEY ANTI NAZI 
LEAGUE 

Meets fortnightly. Contact 
Box 9, c/o 136, Kingsland 
High Street, E.8. 


NEW COMMUNIST PARTY 

Hackney Branch meets on a 
Tuesday night at Centerprise, 
8pm. Information from NCP, 
395 Walworth Road, SE17 2AW. 


REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST 

TENDENCY, East London. 

Contact BM RCT, London 

WC1V 6XX (274 3951) for 
details. 


Community Centres 


CENTERPRISE 

136 Kingsland High Street, E8. Tel, 254 9632. 
Bookshop and office hours: 

Tuesday—Saturday 10am—6.30pm. 

Coffee bar and meeting room hours: 
Tuesday-Friday )0am-9. 30pm. 

Saturday 10am-5. 30pm. 

FACILITIES: 

Coffee bar; bookshop; advice, information and 
contacts for individuals and groups. Typewriters 
can be used free, duplicating at cost price. Ask in 


General Office. _ 
ADVICE CENTRE: 
Legal and welfare advice session on Thursdays 


6,.30—7.30pm. : 

READING CENTRE: 

For adults who find it hard to read or write. Contact 
Sue Shrapnel or ring 254 9635. 

PUBLISHING PROJECT: 

Publishing books by people who live in Hackney, 


WALLY FOSTER CENTRE 

Homerton Road, ES. Tel, 985 39772. 

Community Centre with many activities: 

SOCIAL SERVICES ADVICE CENTRE: every 
weekday Sam—5pm. 

ADULT LITERACY CLASSES: 

Every Monday at 7pm. 

Also playgroup, mothers and toddlers group, 
pensioners Junch club, school welfare advice, youth 
club for 5-8 year olds, Kung Fu and juvenile dance 


classes 
See also ADVICE and NEIGHBOURHOOD 


ENGLISH CLASSES listings. 


THE FACTORY 

107 Matthias Road, N16 (next to Newington Green 
School). Tel, 249 3066. 

Runs mothers and toddlers clubs, sewing classes, 
English classes, youth club, childminders drop-in 
group (creche provided), after school club, arts and 
crafts club, pensioners lunch club, food co-op and an 
Indian dance class. 

Contact them for further details. 


THE FAMILY CENTRE 

50 Rectory Road, N16. Tel. 249 8334. 
Information and help for all community problems 
Cooking, washing, creche facilities. 

Mothers and toddlers group on Thursdays, 
1.30—3.30pm (homeworkers especially welcome). 
“Encourage your child to read” class on Mondays, 
6. 30—7.30om. Supmlementary school now operating 
Classes on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Saturdays 
Contact them for further information. 

Also see ADVICE amid Neighbourhood English 
Classes and Gingerbread under COMMUNITY 
GROUPS listings on this page. 


HOXTON HALL 

128a Hoxton Street, N1. Tel. 739 5431. 
Runs playgroup, pensioners lunch club, legal 
advice centre, after-school junior club and 
writers’ workshop as well as evening clesses in 
shoe repairing, dressmaking, pottery, crafts, 
old-time dancing and singing. Also Women’s 
Discussion Group and the Hoxton Drama 
Group. 

Many events take place in the theatre each 
month—see the EVENTS AND MEETINGS 
section. Also see ADVICE listing. 


CHATS PALACE 

42-44 Brooksby's Walk, E93. 

966 6714. Meeting space, bar 
for club members, duplicating, 
workshop, clubs, classes, jazz, 
music hall, supplementary 
school, youth activities, hall 
for hire. 


O, 


Education 


ADULT LITERACY SCHEMES 

For details of adult 

literacy courses in your 

area Contact: 

Carol Morris, BETHNAL GREEN 
AEI, 229 Bethnal Green Road, 
E2. 739 T7790. 

Donald Kenrick, CLAPTON AEI, 
Brooke House, EKenninghell 
Road, ES. 985 9646. 

Grahem Morris, HACKNEY 
COLLEGE, 249 7221. 

June Hewes, HACKNEY LIBRARIES, 
Shoreditch Library, Pitfield 
Street, Nl. 739 5153. 

Sue Shrapnel, HACKNEY READING 
CENTRE, 136 Kingsland High 
Street, EB. 254 9635. 

Cal Weatherald, HIGHBURY MANOR 
AE], Jack Ashley School, 
Blackstock Road, N4 226 9199. 
John Rake, HOXTON HALL, 128 
Hoxton Street, Nl. 739 5431. 


HACKNEY LANGUAGE SCHEME 

Teach the kind of English 
needed in day-to-day life. 
Classes operate throughout 
Hackney. For further info- 
reation contact Annette 

Giles, 249 1496, or call 

at the Family Centre, Rectory 
Road, N.16 on Thursday Bornings . 


Meditation 


TRANSCENDENTAL MEDITATION 
Partnership for Progress 
in Hackney: regular 
introductory talks. Ring 
254 6280 for details. 


ANANDA MARGA 
1 Cazenove Road, N.16. 


For spiritual progress and 
social change. 

Meditation classes for men 
Wednesday 8.00pm 

Meditation classes for 
women Tuesday 8.00pm 

and Wednesday 2.00pm. 


Sewing class Tuesday 7.00pm. 






Advice 





Free legal advice on housing, landlord and tenant, 
employment, social security, welfare, matrimonial, 
immigration and discrimination problems can be 
obtained from the following centres: 


CENTERAPRISE 
136 Kingsland High Street, EB. Tel. 254 9632. 
THURSDAYS 6.30—7.30pm. 


HOXTON HALL 
128a Hoxton Street, N1. Tel. 739 5431. 


WEDNESDAYS 7—8pm. 


KINGSMEAD 

Wally Foster Centre, Homerton High Street, EQ. 
Tel. 985 3804 

TUESDAYS 7—8pm. 

STOKE NEWINGTON ADVICE 
GROUP SERVICE. 

102 Manor Road, N16. Tel. BOO 37/0 
MONDAYS & WEDNESDAYS 7-8pm 


ALLEN AOAD 
12 Allen Read, N16. 
THURSDOA''S 7—8prm. 


Advice can also be obtained from: 


HACKNEY ADVICE BUREAU & LAW CENTRE 
236-8 Mare Street, EB. Tel, 886 8446 

Open Monday—Friday 10am—5Spm (7.30 on 
Thursdays). 

Legal aid and arivice on housing, rents, repairs 
and employment problems. 


CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAUX 
1-11 Hoxton Street, N1. Tel, 739 4654. 
106 Old Streat.€C1. Tel. 253 2155. 


HACKNEY COUNCIL FOR RACIAL 


EQUALITY. 245 Mare St, E8. 
TUESDAYS 7—8.30pm. 
Immigration, discrimination, housing law and 


other problems 986 4121. 


THE FAMILY CENTRE 

50 Rectory Road, N16. Tel. 249 8334. 
Information and help in all community problerns. 
Cooking, washing, creche facilities. Open all clay. 


HOUSING ADVICE CENTRE 

302-4 Mare Street, EB. Tel. 986 8123. 

Helps with all housing problems. Repairs, rebates, 
landlord /tenant, council/tenant 


HACKNEY CENTRAL INFORMATION BUREAU 
Town Hall, Mare Street, EB. Tel. 986 3123. 


HACKNEY NORTH LABOUR PARTY ADVICE 
CENTRE 

5 Stamford Hill, N16. 

Advice and information on legal, financial, welfare, 
housing, social security and personal problems 
FRIDAYS 7—8pm. 


RECTORY HOUSING AND WELFARE ADVICE 
CENTRE 

Family Centre, 50 Rectory Road, N16. 

Help with housing, ernployment, health and 

social security and community and race relations 
problems. 

SUNDAYS 10.30% r-12,00 noon, 


Advice can also be votaadegt fron, HARAMBEE 2 
PROJECT, OFF CENTRE and FRIENDS 
ANONYMOUS. See Community Groups listing on 
this page. 


For MPs and councillors Advice surgeries see 
LABOUR PARTY under POLITICAL GROUPS 
listing on this page 


Arrested? Helping enquiries? tvictedy 


EMERGENCY LEGAL SERVICE 


Ring 986 9891. 24 hour free legal 
service from 6pm Friday over whole 
weekend. 


Workshops 


THE WORKSHOP 
81 Lenthall Road, ES. Tel. 254 3082 
Print your own posters and 


T-shirts. Cost of materials 
only. Open by arrangement. 


COMET WORKSHOP 

Halcomb Street, N1, Tel. 7279 0936 

Learn sewing, macrame, toymaking, woodwork 
Creche available, toy library. Tea and coffee. 
Open every weekday 


WORKSHOP 

77a, Lauriston Road, E.9. 

Ol 986 9565 Open 10.00 - 
6.00 Mon. - Sat. 

Pottery workshop and 

shop selling ceramics 

and pottery handmade in 

the workshop. Also Mac- 

rame plant hangers, jewel- 
lery, cards and other crafts. 


Gays 


GAY SWITCHBOARD 
Tel. BS 7324, 24 hour information and acvice 


EAST LONDON CHE (Campaign for Homosexual 
Equality) 

East London CHE welcomes gay women and men. 
For details phone John, 504 1110 or Kate, 
539 233). 


GEMMA 
Genma Group for Disabled Lesbians, including 


older women. Contact BM Box 5700, London 
WCIV GXX.. 
Transport 


HACKNEY PUBLIC TRANSPORT ACTION 
COMMITTEE 

Meets regularly to discuss how to improve public 
transport in Hackney. Contact Tony Jacobs, 

3 Hockley House, Morning Lane, EQ. 

Tal. 886 2303. 


HACKNEY CYCLISTS ACTION GROUP 
Contact Tessa Bain, 10 


Kynaston Road, N.16. 254 4559 













Health 


CITY AND HACKNEY COMMUNITY HEALTH 
COUNCIL 

Shoreditch Health Centre, 210 Kingsland Road, E2. 
Tel. 739 6308/8351. 

The public's voice in the NHS—provides advice, 
takes up your complaints and criticisms. Open 
meeting on 3nd Tuesday of each month at 6.30pm. 
Publishes HEALTH IN HACKNEY: a comprehensive 
FREE guide to health facilities and services in the 
area, 


HANDICAPPED CHILDREN INHACKNEY 

Advice, ideas, information. Trying to contact all 
families in district with a handicapped child. 

Contact Ann Pordon, 48 Mount Pleasant Lane, E5. 
Tel. BOB 8438. 

Volunteers needed at: Huddle- 
ston Centre, St James the 
Great Church, Lower Clapton 


Ra. E.5. O1 985 8869. 


THE BIRTH CENTRE 

188 Old Street, EC1. Tel, 751 4076. 

Information, advice, lectures and seminars on birth at 
home and in hospital. 

Open evening every Wednesday Spm. 25p 


EAST LONDON WOMEN'S HEALTH GROUP 
c/o 116 Albion Drive, E86. 


STOKE MEWINGTON HEALTH GROUP 

Local people interested in all matters 
concerned with health. Contact Alan Clarke, 
Al Kynaston Road, N.16. 254 3277. 


COMMUNITY HEALTH FOUMDAT IGn 
188 Old Street, EC]. 251 4076. 


WOMEN'S NATIONAL CANCER 
CONTROL CAMPAIGN 


Hackney & District branch. 
Meets at John Scott Health 
Centre, Green Lanes, N4. 
Contact Rose McNulty 800 3108 
(evenings) or Hilda Burd 

800 2124 (anytime). 


Ghildren 


HACKNEY UNDER FIVES 
136 Kingsland High Street, E8. 


Information and support for 
parents with children under 
school age. Stores open on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
Open monthly meetings on 3rd 
Tuesday of each month. 

Tel 254 9145, 


HACKNEY PLAY ASSOCIATION 

136 Kingsland High Street, £8. 

Tal 254 Hae 

Information, advice and help to people 
organising play facilities for children. Contact 
Lilian McFetridge 


CHILD-CARE BULLETIN COLLECTIVE 
112b Forest Road EB. 

Publishes bulletins and pamphiets about child 
care and related topics. Collective is open to 
anyone interested. Contact 726 0817 or 254 
2227 for details of next meeting—with creche. 


Food 


TOWARDS JUPITER 

191 Mare Street E®. 985 5394 

Wholefood shop also selling books and crafts. 
FOOD FOR ALL 

3 Cazenove Road, N16. Tel. 806 4138. 
Wholefood shop, also selling books and crafts. 


SHANTI VEGETARIAN RESTAURANT 
| Cazenove Road, N.16 


Vegetarian meals, 

Wed, Thurs and Fri 7.00-9.00pm. 
Satl2.00-2.00pm. 

Full vegetarian meal 65p. 


Vegetarian cookery classes: 
Wed 5.30pm andSat 10. 30am. 


Music 


POETRY AND MUSIC CLUB 

The Chatterbox, la, Chat- 
terton Rd, (off Blackstock 
Ra.) Finsbury Park, N.4. 
Weds. 8.00 - 11.00 p.m. 

All welcome. 20p admission. 
Performers free. 


ISLINGTON & HACKNEY MUSIC WORKSHOP 
Sing-song third Thursday every month, Bom. Free, 


Ring Dave 249 0025, 


HOME GROWN MUSIC 

Chats Palace every Thursday 
at 6.00pm. 50p admission. 
Floor singers should contact 
John Lockhart on 986 6714. 


SS aS, 


HACKNEY CHESS CLUB 

Weds. 7.30pm - 10.30pm 

Fri. 7.30pm - 10.00pm 
Centerprise Daily 

Zues. —- Sat. 

For any information contact 
T.Wilson, 135, Manor Road, 
N.16 5PB. 
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Growing 
Support 


as Marshes 
Campaign 
Continues 


Since the campaign formed in 
July to oppose the extraction 
of gravel from Walthamstow 
Marshes (see August HPP), it 
has attracted support from 
Many quarters. 

Hackney and Waltham Forest 
Planning Committees both 
listened carefully to speak- 
ers from the campaign and 
voted against the loss of a 
Valuable local amenity. Their 
recommendations have gone to 
the GLC, which has recently 
set up a new sub-committee 
to deal with mineral extract- 
jon, due to discuss the 
Marshes early in the new 
year. 


Nationwide 


Meanwhile, the campaign 
has received letters of 
supp Ort from wildlife organi- 
sations and from experts in 
various fields, all comment- 
ing on the value of areas of 
natural countryside in the 
middie of the city, and 
their potential for educa- 
tion. Press coverage has 
included national as wel] 
as local papers and even a 
spot on BBC's “Nationwide”. 

David Bellamy, the tele- 
vision botanist, has shown 
a great deal of interest in 
the campaign and recently 
travelled down from Durnam 
for the evening to speak 
on behalf of the campaign 
at a packed meeting at 











1980 






Chats Palace. He tried to 
appear objective, saying that 
the value of marshes to local 
people must be measured 
against the financial aspect, 
bet in the end he promised 

to lie down in front of the 
bulldozers with the rest of 
US. 

The campaign organised an 
exhibition about the Marshes, 
which appeared first at 
Chats Palace for a week, then 
at North East London Poly- 
technic in Waitnamstow and 
finally was shown at County 
Hall on a day when there was 
a full GLC meeting. All GLE 
members were invited and it 
was certainly an unusual way 
of lobbying them. Many of 
them went away impressed by 
the high standard of photo- 
graphy having been shown 
that the Marshes are not 
just any old derelict land, 
but are indeed an area of 
landscape value in their 
own right; 80 acres of 
original Lea Valley Marsh, 
miraculously preserved in 
the heart of the city, con- 
taining a rich abundance of 
long established vegetation, 
As well as photos there 
were plant and butterfly 
specimens, paintings and 
work by children from Har- 
rington Hill School. In 
the evening, our petition 
of 1,500 signatures was 
presented to John Putnam, 
likely chairman of the 





The Rio Centre, 107 Kingsland High St., E8. 254 6677 


JANUARY 1980 
Weekly programmes 


BUGSY MALONE and 
TARKA THE OTTER 


BEAR ISLAND and 


Mon 7 INTERIORS and 
For 3 days PERSONNA 
Thurs 10 PIRANHA and 
For 3 days CARRIE 

Mon 14 

For 6 days 

Mon 2| 

For 6 days 


STEEL AND SKINS 


Saturday lates and Sunday matinees 


athe 


Sat 19 


THEMROC and BOF 
SHOCK CORRIDOR and 


PICK UP ON SOUTH STREET 


Sat 26 


Sun 6 


SINGIN’ 


THE GREATEST and FAT CITY 


IN THE RAIN and 


HIGH SOCIETY 


Sun 13 
Sun 20 
Sun 2/7 


THAT'S ENTERTAINMENT 
ASIAN PROGRAMME 


RIO Annual General Meeting 


For details and times of programmes, please 


phone the Rio. 


new minerals Subcommittee. 

Throughout our campaign we 
have tried to snow to, the 
Lee Valley Regional Park 
Authority how the Marshes in 
their present state, with 
only some small improvements, 
could become a Valuable amen- 
ity within their regional 
park. We envisage a smal] 
local nature reserve with 
an educational emphasis. 

This would be of far greater 
relevance to the community 
than present plans for water 
sports and yet more playing 
fields, and would preserve 
tne unlimited access for 
local people that exists now. 
If we are successful in 
preventing the gravel ex- 
traction, we would like to 
forma Management committee 
which we hope would be able 
to work with the park auth- 
ority. Practical projects 

for the future include clear- 
ing the bomb crater pond 
which used to be an interest- 
ing nabitat for frogs and 
dragonflies until some 
builders rubble was dumped 

in 1t. We also envisage a 
tree planting programme at 
the Copperm1] Lane area of 
the Marshes. 

We have brought out a 
booklet about the Marsnes 
called "Walthamstow Marsh: 
Our Countryside Under 
Threat", which contains 
chapters on plants, birds 
and insects on the Marshes, 
and lists the various spec- 
ies that can be found. It 
also contains Suggestions 
about how the wildlife as- 
pect can be enhanced. (Avail- 
able now, price 50p from 
Jane Nash, 986 1/65). 


motorway threat 


The Save the Marshes cam- 
paign will continue to 
exist if we win the immed- 
jate battle against the 
gravel extraction. There are 
other threats to the area 
which may be harder to 
oppose, for example, the 
recent suggestion by so- 
called environmentalists that 
a motorway up the Lea Valley 
would solve Hackney's traf- 
fic problems. Planners, es- 
pecially those who don’t 
live in an area are never 
satisfied while land remains 
untouched. They want to see 
it dug up, used, covered 
with buildings. They want it 
to provide ready-made 
entertainments, not realis- 
ing that the places of real 
value in the city are those 
where we can make our own 
entertainments, where we 
can just find peace and 
quiet away from roads and 
traffic. People have said 
to us that the Marshes meet 
the need for wilderness, that 
they are different from the 
man-made greenery of a park. 
Once they have been destroyed 
they can never be replaced. 

Therefore, the campaign 
will fight any proposed dev- 
elopment that would spoil! 
Walthamstow Marshes. It is 


a miracle that they have 
survived until now; we want 
to see them preserved for 
the next generation. 


Printed and published by Hackney People's Press, c/o 136 Kingsland High Street, London ES. 
Telephone 01-249 0311 teventags and weekends only.) 





H.PP. 
Crossword 








Punctuation may mislead 





ACROSS 


1. Twisted cord round end of 


leg inducing sharp pain (6) 
4. Present former smash round 
British Isles, initially ({ 


10. Mark of the illiterate? 
11. Top secret patent (5) 


9. High birth - low death (4 
( 


12. It should be easy for you to 


put your hands on one (9) 


13. Like Africa, an hour before 


dawn? (/) 


| 15. Mention in order to recall 


(6) 


17. Cut top off plantains; leave 


pineapple (6) 


19. They're used in hospital to 


combat cuts (7) 
22. Race down to store (9) 


| 24. Henry meets master in board 


game (5) 


’6. An oriental artist returns 


to scene of conflict (5) 
27. Overact? (2,3,4) 


28. Bird with bloody wound? (7) 


29. Leave behind on beach (6) 


DOWN 


1. A lot bid wildly for - a 
kind of 12 like HPP (7) 


5 


2. Employed, that is, around 


all 


Student union (2,3. 
3. Intercede as negotiator 
(2-7) 
4, When do we receive the 
portion he provides? (7) 
5. Set back after he's 
excited (3,2) 
6. University rower has to 


run out flag flown before 


sailing (4,5) 


7. They're thick underground - 


especially during rush 
hours? (6) 

8. Engine cover made with 
West German capital and 
French backing (6) 

14. Manage to sow but become 
exhausted (3,2,4) 

16. Act hurt to confuse 

murderer (3-6) 


18. Barney oddly hid sign (7) 


19. Woman with crushed hat 
case (6) 

20. Tom, thrown around, is 
injured (7) 

21. Dancer is up and moving, 
some say (6) 

23. Soldier's dress in silk? 
Ha: Kinky: (5) 

25. Give praise to a plucky 
sportsman (5) 
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HACKNEY PEOPLE'S PRESS is an alternative 
non-profit making monthly newspaper 
produced by an open group of people who 
live or work in Hackney. We publish the 
the paper because we believe that Hackney 
needs an alternative to the commercial 


| press to serve the real interests of its 
| people, 


We have no editor and no share- 
holders and no one is paid by the paper. 


HPP is your newspaper: anyone who lives 
or works in Hackney 75 Welcome to come 
and help us. All decisions are made 
collectively. 


We hold meetings every Monday (except 
the last one in each month) at Spm in 
Centerprise, 136 Kingsland High Street, 
EB. You can come along to one of these 
meetings and volunteer to help us write, 
produce or sell the next issue - or 
simply tell us what you think of the 
paper. 


If you can't come one Monday then write 
to us c/o Centerprise or ring 249 0311 
any evening or Weekend, 


HPP is sold through various newsagents 
and shops throughout Hackney. If you 
think that your newsagent would like to 
sell it, on sale or return, then please 


NEY PEOPLES PRESS 


contact us. 
you can spare the time to become more 
fully involved, but you enjoy reading 
HPP and think more people should read 
it, then please get in touch if you are 
willing to sell a few copies to your 
friends or neighbours or at meetings. 


And if you don't think that 


ibel 

' Subscribe! 

| $2 

# Take out a subscription to HPF 

J and guarantee reguiar delivery: 
Just send a cheque/PO for £2.20 

\ for one year's subscription to 
Hackney People's Press, c/o 136 

Kingsland High Street, Eé. 

Please make cheques payable to 

HACKNEY PEOPLE'S PRESS. 
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